Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Safety and Suitability of premises, environment and equipment.
Providers must take reasonable steps to ensure the safety of children, staff and others on the premises.

Health
The provider must promote the good health of the children and staff in the setting.

Hadleigh Parkside Pre-school
8.1(a) Health and Safety – COVID-19 Coronavirus
Policy statement
We believe that the health and safety of children is of paramount importance. We make our setting a safe and healthy place for children, parents, staff and volunteers.

· We aim to make children, parents, staff and volunteers aware of health and safety issues to minimize hazards and risks to enable the children to thrive in a healthy and safe environment.

· Our Lead member of staff responsible for health and safety is: Rhiannon Grimsey
· The member of staff is trained and competent to carry out these responsibilities.

· We display all relevant posters and information in the setting.

· We have Public liability insurance and employer’s liability insurance. The certificates are displayed in the entrance corridor.

Procedures
· Parents will be kept informed of all the latest, relevant information, through letters, posts on Facebook and Tapestry.

· Key information will be displayed in the setting corridor and on the parent display board.

· More in depth information about COVID-19 Coronavirus from Public Health England and GOV.UK
· Parents and carers (All adults – including staff) arriving at the Pre-School need to use the anti-bacterial hand gel.

· Parents or carers should not come to the Pre-School to drop off or collect their child if they are unwell. If someone else is sent to collect a child the parent or carer must let the setting know and use the child’s password. (This is a requirement of our Safeguarding policy).
· A parent or carer should not send a child to Pre-School if they are unwell.

· If a child is unwell at Pre-School we will contact a parent or carer to pick them up.
· If a child has a temperature of 37.8c or above, parents will be contacted to collect the child straight away and asked for the child to self-isolate for 7 days.

· If a sibling has been asked to self-isolate from another setting (school) we would ask that your pre-school child also self-isolate for 7 days.
· Staff and volunteers will maintain a strict hygiene routine in the setting, encouraging handwashing at every opportunity. Using tissues to wipe noses, using anti-bac, and ensuring a regular and thorough cleaning routine and sterilizing of toys and equipment.
· Staff who have to isolate will not be paid but can claim Statutory Sick Pay from Day one.
· If a parent or child becomes unwell and anyone has had close contact with any of the exclusion zones they need to contact NHS 111 straight away – You are advised not to go to your GP. 

· Parent’s carers are required to inform themselves of the symptoms and signs of COVID-19.

· If anyone has been in contact with suspected case in our setting, no restrictions or special control measures are required while laboratory test results for COVID-19 are awaited.
· There will be no need to close our setting, until we are contacted by the Local Public Health England Protection team to discuss any individuals and advise us on any actions or precautions to be taken.

· If there is a confirmed case a comprehensive risk assessment will be undertaken in partnership with the local Health Protection Team. This will be a local decision based on various factors such as setting size and pupil mixing.
If children, parents staff and volunteers who are a contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19 

· The definition of a contact includes;

· Any child, parent or staff member in close face-to-face or touching contact.

· Talking or being coughed on for any length of time, while the individual is symptomatic.

· Anyone who has cleaned up any bodily fluids e.g. changed nappies, wiped noses.

Contacts are not considered cases if they are well, they are very unlikely to have spread the infection to others, however:

· They will be asked to self-isolate at home for 14 days from the last time that they had contact with a confirmed case and follow the government’s advice on home isolation.

· They will be actively followed up the Health Protection Team.

· If they develop any symptoms within their 14-day observation period they should call NHS 111 for assessment.
Self-Isolation

· Where a child remains well throughout the self-isolation period we would make arrangements with parents and carers to try to facilitate extra sessions for their child to make up time lost.
· We require a letter from a medical professional confirming that parents need to self-isolate their child and that the child remained well throughout that period of time.

· If a child is unwell during the period the child would not be eligible for flexible additional sessions as the child would not have been able to attend the setting due to ill health

· Guidelines from Public Health England will advise the setting about how to carry out a deep clean and if the setting should be closed temporarily.
Social Distancing (updated May 18th 2020)

· The Department for Education (DfE) has published guidance on social distancing for childcare settings. This sets out the measures to minimize the risk of transmission of coronavirus whilst children are being well cared for (DfE 2020d).

· DfE has provided guidance which the setting will adhere to, particularly when more children return to the pre-school on June 1st 2020. 
Mental Health and Well-being (updated 18th May 2020)

· A Lead and Deputy have been appointment for Well-Being in the setting. Rhinannon Grimsey. Continuous Training will be undertaken to ensure that children and staff get the support they need to maintain their health and well-being.

· Parents have been sent information to read to support their children at home – this will be on-going. There are links and contacts for professional help, for parents and carers.

· Staff are supported with regular supervisions and are provided with information that contains further links to professional help and support.

Up-to-Date information
· The setting keeps up-to-date with all the Government’s information and may revise our procedures in light of this; we will inform you of any changes.
· Please see latest risk-assessment (September 2020) attached to this policy.

Further up-to-date guidance:

· Public Health England (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england)

· GOV.UK (https://www.gov.uk)

· Department of Education https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
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